
Noon Bible Study: Galatians 6 (Part 2) 
Paul has poured his heart out to the Galatian believers.  He has warned them, appealed to them, reminded them, and instructed 
them. As he concludes this letter he now has turned his attention to the interpersonal relationships of the church which are 
crucial to their future progress and survival.  At the start of chapter 6 he urges them to care for themselves - watching and 
helping within the church when there are burdens to bear or sins being committed. 
 
The idea is that the church, through the power of the Holy Spirit, could be self-sufficient and dependent on God Himself and each 
other to remain faithful to the end.  This work isn’t easy and requires daily devotion.  So as Paul concludes he will give them 
some universal truth and encouragement to help them see things through to the end. 
 
Galatians 6:6 - Care For Those Caring For You 
 
Before moving on to the final instructions, Paul adds one more element to his call to “bear each other's burdens.” In this case he 
is encouraging those who are receiving blessing from those teaching and leading them to be and give a blessing in return.  This 
isn’t a self-serving request for it is unclear that Paul will return to these regions and doesn't have a PO Box or Venmo account 
set up to receive donations.  He is encouraging the church to invest in the leaders and teachers that are serving them. 
 
In many cases when the church is financially or materially supportive of those leading and teaching them, it is to the church’s 
benefit.  A pastor or teacher who is undivided in their service to the church will (presumably) be more effective in caring for the 
people who are supporting them. 
 
Galatians 6:7-10 - Reaping & Sowing 
 
These verses by Paul communicate a universal truth that is built into the creation itself.  What we know is true of 
sowing/reaping in the natural world is also true in the spiritual world. If you plant an apple seed in the ground, you will reap 
an apple tree.  If you plant a tomato seed, you will reap tomatoes in return. 
 
Paul tells us that this principle is true when it comes to spiritual matters.  If you plant “spiritual seeds”, you will reap 
“spiritual fruit”.  If you plant “seeds of the flesh” you will reap fleshly results. 
 
One interesting observation from this section is that Paul begins his explanation with a warning “do not be deceived, God is not 
mocked.”  In other words he wants to address the fact that even though some people think they can bypass the reality of this 
truth - you can’t.  You might think that you can get away with the consequences of sin, but you can’t.  Perhaps you don’t see 
the ramification of your choices right away, but how often do you see fruit in the same week you planted a seed?  Don’t be 
deceived - whatever a person sows, that they will also reap. 
 
There are a few other principles which are built in to this truth 
 

• The way to reap good fruit in your life is by planting good seeds. 
• The way to stop reaping bad fruit in your life is by stopping planting bad seeds and starting to plant good ones 
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• There may be situations where you are still reaping the results of sin/flesh decisions while you wait for new, good fruit 
to blossom 

• Small, seemingly insignificant, choices and decisions, consistently practiced over time is the way to change. 
• If you wonder why your life is the way it is right now, examine the seeds you are planting, and even more specifically 

the seeds you have been planting in the past. 
 
With all of this being said, we should not confuse this section with a form of works-based theology or cultural “karma” or 
“what goes around comes around”.  You can be (or should I say will be?) a faithful Christian and experience persecution, trouble 
and trials.  The presence of these things doesn’t necessarily imply you have sinned or done something wrong.  We have a personal 
adversary, live in a fallen world and have opposition in it.  Jesus was perfect and was betrayed and murdered, not to mention 
lived a life that was “acquainted with grief (Isaiah 53:3).” 
 
This isn’t about money or material prosperity - it is about the spiritual environment of your life and most importantly your inner 
person. 
 
If you are sarcastic and snippy, you should expect a life that experiences conflict and contention.  If you are kind and 
thoughtful, you should expect a life that is marked by love and peace. If you invest your time in godly pursuits, you will reap 
the benefit of wisdom and godliness.  If you invest your time in ungodly things, you will reap the consequences of such.  If you 
watch evil TV or movies, there’s a good chance you will deal with fear and anxiety.  If you listen to praise music, there’s a good 
chance your thought life will be peaceful and Christ-like.  If you spend time with angry people who use foul language and put 
people down, you will begin to see those things take root in your own life.  That’s just the way it goes.  We reap what we sow. 
 
One of the primary areas we ought to be sowing is in loving relationships and doing good for others.  It's interesting that in the 
context of this section Paul encourages the Galatians to “do good to all people, especially the household of faith (6:19(.” We 
ought to spend our days serving others, blessing others and doing good towards others.  In doing this, we are making the most of 
the time and planting spiritual seeds.  We shouldn’t sit around waiting for others to do good to us, we should be active in doing 
good to others. 
 
And so we all find ourselves today longing to have good, godly and spiritual fruit in our lives.  We recognize that a daily 
faithfulness to invest our time, thoughts and heart in godly things will produce these things in our lives - but this takes 
time.  This doesn’t often happen over night.  And so the tag Paul adds to the end of this instruction is “let us not lose heart”. 
 
This is a real temptation.  Spiritual growth takes time. There are days when nothing appears to be happening!  And yet unless the 
farmer keeps going out to the feel to water the crops, pull the weeds and shoo away the crows and rabbits - the crops won’t 
grow.  And so the farmer stays faithful even when it appears like nothing is happening because something is happening, it’s just 
below the surface.  But sure enough in due time he/we will reap!  In the waiting, we hold on to that promise. 
 
Galatians 6:11-16 -  Final Words - From Paul Himself 
 
Paul probably was dictating this letter to someone else who was writing it down. But at this point in the letter he wants to be 
sure that the Galatians know these words are coming right from him. Perhaps he even penned this next section himself and there 
was a notable mark of his handwriting.  This was a clear and personal touch from Paul to these disciples who he loved so dearly. 
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He will use this personal moment to reiterate one final time the contrast between him and the false teachers who were trying to 
get the people to follow the law of Moses. 
 
 False Teachers:  Trying to look good on the outside (v. 12) 
    Are taking the easy road to avoid persecution for Christ’s sake (v. 12) 
    Get circumcised but don’t even keep the rest of the law (v. 13) 

They want people circumcised just to boast about the size of their own following (v. 13) 
 
 Paul:    All I boast about is what Jesus Christ has done! (v. 14) 
 
In offering this contrast, Paul is trying to put the focus on the gospel and the work Christ has done as opposed to his own life 
and ministry.  He doesn’t want the credit nor is he interested in numbers.  He is interested in glorifying God, staying faithful to 
the true gospel and helping people get saved.  What a life goal. 
 
The metric he is measuring is not how many people are circumcised, but how much of the new creation life is springing up in 
people’s hearts (v. 15). 
 

“It doesn't matter whether we have been circumcised or not. What counts is whether we have been transformed into a new 
creation. (Galatians 6:15, NLT)” 

 
And those who are following this way of life, Paul prays for “peace and mercy” to be upon them.  For it is those who are 
trusting in Jesus Christ who are the true chosen people of God (v. 16). 
 
Galatians 6:17 
 
Paul has just written in depth and at length.  But as he concludes his letter he indicates that he wants to be done with 
this.  This is a man who has literally suffered physical pain because of the gospel - things that literally took place during his 
time in Galatia.  He doesn’t want to have to restart the foundational truth again.  If you want to know how serious he is, you 
can look at his own scars.  It is time for the Galatians to grow up.   
 
Galatians 6:18 
 
In his usual fashion Paul’s final words are to commend the believers to the “grace of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  This isn’t just the 
grace that came to us through the cross but the daily grace (help) that comes from our living Lord and Savior, or high priest who 
is active and interceding for us. Paul’s help is nice, but Jesus’ help is better.  And so if things are going to turn out well for 
the Galatians, which Paul clearly hopes - it will because of Jesus Christ. 
 
As Paul concludes his letter he emphasizes what matters to him because of his awareness of what matters to God.  This is good 
for us to consider as well.  It is easy to rejoice when the church is full of people, when the praise music is loud, when the 
offering numbers are high or when website traffic or sermon views are increasing.  Those things may be an indication of God’s 
work in a church, but they are not the barometer that God is looking at. 
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God is mostly concerned about inward transformation.  It doesn’t matter how long we have been a Christian, member of a church, 
how many teams we serve on, how many Bible studies we attend, how many sermons we’ve listened to (or preached), how many Bibles 
we own, which Christian books we have read, conferences we have attended or verses we have memorized.  What matters is what is 
happening on the inside and how that affects and is being manifested on the outside.  Are we being transformed to look more like 
Jesus?  Are we loving, kind, patient, holy, generous, sacrificial, and forgiving?  Those are good questions to ask. 
 
The challenge that the Galatians faced wasn’t even so much whether or not to keep the Mosaic Law or be circumcised.  The true 
test was whether or not they believed that the work God did through Jesus Christ on the cross was enough for their salvation and 
redemption. Were they willing to wait for God’s spirit to transform them from within and make them new or take short cuts which 
only improve what you saw on the outside. 
 
The cross of Christ was a controversial message in Paul’s day.  Jews couldn't fathom that the Messiah would come and die rather 
than rule and reign. Jews couldn’t accept that they needed saving.  Jews couldn’t reconcile that there was a new way to please 
God.  Gentiles didn’t understand the resurrection or desire for new creation.  Gentiles didn’t embrace a crucified Jew as someone 
to follow.  Gentiles didn’t think their idols, evils and lusts were bad.  And yet Paul kept on preaching and teaching and 
demonstrating the truth of this silly message.  And as people heard and believed their lives were transformed. 
 
Galatia was threatened by deceivers who were coming in behind Paul to pervert and distort the truth.  They were motivated by 
their own pride, by their own familiarity to tradition, and by the devil. Paul’s letter to the church was a brotherly appeal for 
their lives.  He makes clear that initial belief in the gospel message must be followed up by continual devotion and relationship 
with God with others heading in the same direction.  
 
The church had to come to terms with the fact that they got duped, that they turned away from simple truth.  They had to humble 
themselves to realize that they were susceptible to deception.  They had to watch that they didn’t take easy, well worn paths of 
tradition or familiar practices of what they had always done.  They had to fight to stay on the narrow way of Jesus. 
 
We need to receive this message today. We need to stay on guard and not be moved away from the grace and gospel of Christ (1:6). 
We need to work hard to know and hold on to the gospel.  We need to not get tricked into thinking works of the flesh are what 
please God.  We need to depend on the spirit’s power and manifest the fruit of the spirit.  We need to prioritize inward 
transformation and relationship with God.  And we need to truly and genuinely care for each other along the way. 
 
We have good and hard work to do.  We have old and new threats to face.  But we have the good and faithful savior to guide and 
fight for and love us as we trust and love and follow him today. 
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